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Figure 14. KOP #3B: Recreators’ View on Similkameen River looking West (PROPOSED)

Taken from the same point as KOP #3A, KOP #3B shows the visual impact of removing
the old powerhouse and surge tanks. The following simulation on page 25, shows the
visual impact of stabilizing the old powerhouse and surge tanks.

Figure 15: KOP #3B: Recreators’ View on Similkameen River looking West towards historic
powerhouse showing stabilization option
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Figure 16: KOP #4: View on Similkameen River looking SW along crest of Enloe Dam
(EXISTING)
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Figure 17: KOP #4: View on Similkameen River looking SW along crest of Enloe Dam
(PROPOSED)

This KOP is actually taken from within the intake canal and shows a conjectural safety
fence in the foreground.
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Figure 18: KOP #4: View on Similkameen River looking SW along crest of Enloe Dam
showing crest gates deployed with no spill. Security fence removed for clarity. (PROPOSED)
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6.0 Project Impacts Upon Visual Resources

The principal measure for assessing impacts to visual resources lies in the BLM’s use of
a “contrast rating.” Using the information from the visual resources inventory and
analysis, a contrast rating is used to summarize changes to a landscape’s existing
condition. For the Project Area, there are two types of expected impacts: Project
operation impacts and Project construction impacts.

6.1 PROJECT OPERATION IMPACTS

From a visual resource perspective, project operations will have minimal visual impacts
as the Similkameen River’'s seasonal flow fluctuations will not be changed with the
exception of a longer period of inundation due to crest-gate operation and an increase
in the surface area of water within the reservoir. The total surface area normally
inundated will increase by about 27% due to operation of the crest gate, but the
increase will occur within a long narrow corridor, and the increase will largely occur at its
upstream end. Other than extending the upstream extent of inundation, operation of the
facility will have minimal impacts upon the existing visual resources within the Project
Area. The installation of the crest gates will have a minimal visual impact upon the dam,
but the use of the gates will reduce the periods when spill is permitted over the dam,
thus affecting water flows below the dam. Less water below the dam will reveal more of
the rocky outcrops that would be otherwise submerged. These changes in appearance
already occur during seasonal changes in water flow; therefore the visual effect is
minimal.

6.2 PROJECT CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS UPON VISUAL RESOURCES

As it currently exists, the historic Enloe Powerhouse situated on the west side of the
Similkameen River is dilapidated and inoperable resulting in the need for a new
powerhouse building in addition to a new approach channel, intake, penstock, and
tailrace on the east side of the existing Enloe Dam. The two alternatives for construction
of the new powerhouse include the following:

e No Build

e Build Alternative with Demolition of Enloe Powerhouse

6.3 CONTRAST RATING FOR PROJECT ALTERNATIVES

The degree of visual change is measured through a contrast rating. Based upon the
criteria of form, line, color, and texture, this analysis uses the photo-simulations as
guides for evaluating changes to the landscape. This comparison assists in determining
whether Project features and alternatives meet the VRM objectives. Contrast ratings are
noted as being none, weak, moderate, and strong depending on the degree of change.
The contrast rating is provided below from each of the KOPs.
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Table 1: Contrast Ratings for Key Observation Points (KOP): No

Build
Viewpoint Landform/Water Features Structural Features
KOP #1 None None
KOP #2 None None
KOP #3 None None
KOP #4 None None

Table 2A: Contrast Ratings for Key Observation Points (KOP):
Project Build Alternative with Demolition of Enloe Powerhouse

Viewpoint Landform/Water Features Structural Features
KOP #1 Weak Weak
KOP #2 Weak Weak
KOP #3 Moderate Moderate
KOP #4 Moderate Moderate

Table 2B: Contrast Ratings for Key Observation Points (KOP): Project
Build Alternative with Option for Stabilization of Enloe Powerhouse

Viewpoint Landform/Water Features Structural Features
KOP #1 Weak Weak
KOP #2 Weak Weak
KOP #3 Moderate Moderate
KOP #4 Moderate Moderate

The lack of a contrast rating for all features in Table 1 reflects the lack of changes to
existing aesthetic resources within the Project Area for this alternative.

The moderate contrast rating for both the landform/water features as well as the
structural features visible from KOP #3 and KOP #4 in Table 2 reflects a limited view of
the new powerhouse that introduces new linear components and forms to the structural
and natural elements of the landscape.
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6.4 PROJECT IMPACTS, VRM OBJECTIVES, AND MITIGATION
MEASURES

As stated above in the Inventory section, the VRM objectives for this Class IV
landscape include:

= Level of change to landscape can be high

= Management activities may dominate landscape

= Management activities may be major focus of viewer attention

= Minimize impact of management activities through careful location, minimal
disturbance, and repeating basic elements.

The no build alternative would have no impact on visual resources within the project,
although man-made visual resources within the project area would continue to slowly
degrade. All VRM objectives would therefore be met.

Given the nature and appearance of the proposed improvements for the build
alternative described above, the Visual Resource Management (VRM) objectives for
Classes |, Il and Il can be met. While no serious adverse visual impacts would be
caused by Project features, the location of a new Powerhouse and related structures
will introduce new human-made elements into the project area. This new construction,
however, will occur in areas that are not prominent and largely hidden by topography
and vegetation. In lieu of constructing a new facility and project operation, mitigation,
enhancement, and protection measures would be proposed that are consistent with
VRM objective 4. This might include the careful citing of the structural components of
the project, an attention to the colors and textures of building materials that minimize
visual dissonance, and introducing random, if sparse, groupings of native vegetation
that will aid in blending the Project with the landscape. These types of design
considerations for the new facilities would assist in minimizing any visual intrusions
introduced by the Project.
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